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REMARKS 

In the present office action, the Examiner stated that the reply filed on August 23, 2004 
"is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of the following omission(s) or 
matter(s): The applicant has not properly amended the claims. When adding subject matter to the 
claims, said matter should be underlined and when deleting subject matter from the claims, said 
matter should be in brackets. All corrections should be done with respect to the original claims. 
The deleted matter should not be lined through." The present amendment is believed to 
incorporate such revisions to the amended and/or new claims. If the Examiner believes that any 
such changes do not comply with the proper procedures for reissue amendments, it is 
respectfully requested that the Examiner identify exactly which portion or portions of a claim or 
claims do not comply therewith. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached page is captioned ^^Version with markings to show changes made." 

Please charge any fees incurred by reason of this response and not paid herewith to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0320. 

Remarks submitted in the March 15^^ amendment are resubmitted below. 

An interview between the Examiner and Dennis Smid was held on October 23, 2003. 
Mr. Smid wishes to thank the Examiner for his time and consideration during such interview. 

Claims 3, 4, 19, and 21, and amended claims 2, 5-8, 10-14, 18, 20, and 23-28 are in this 
application. 
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Independent claim 8 has been amended herein in the manner discussed during the 
October 23'^ interview. During such October 23"^^ interview, the Examiner indicated that such 
amended claim 8 would distinguish over Robell and Putz. (See Interview Summary.) For 
similar or somewhat similar reasons, it is submitted that amended independent claims 18, 20, and 
23-28 are also distinguishable over Robell and Putz, Further, and as discussed during the 
October 23^^ interview, it is respectfully submitted that there is support for the added features in 
the claims. See, for example. Figs. 2-4 of the present application. 

Claims 2-7, 10-14, 19, and 21 are dependent from one of the amended independent 
claims and, as such, are also distinguishable over Robell and Putz for at least the same reasons. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that all of the claims now in this application (i.e., 
claims 2-8, 10-14, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 23-28) are allowable, and an early official notice to that 
effect is solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 




Dennis M. Smid 
Reg. No. 34,930 
(212) 588-0800 
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IN THE CLAIMS 

Cancel claim 1. 

2. (Amended) A panel according to claim 8 [1], wherein marks of [a] the first [set] and 
second sets of lines each have [a] first [characteristic] and [marks of a second set of lines have a] 
second characteristics [characteristic in which each of a plurality of lines in said second set is 
adjacent on either side to a line in said first set]. 

5. (Amended) A panel according to claim 8 [1], wherein said panel is a piece of gypsum 

board. 

6. (Amended) A panel according to claim 8 [1], wherein said panel is one of plywood, 
plyscore, and particle board. 

7. (Amended) A panel according to claim 8 [1], wherein said distance has a value of 1 
inch or less. 

8. (Twice Amended) A relatively thin firame covering panel adapted to be attached to a 
number of supports, said panel having at least two sides in which at least one of said sides 
includes a number of marks for facilitating the attaching of said panel to said number of 
supports, wherein said number of marks are arranged in first and second sets of substantially 
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parallel lines in which the lines of the first set have a first distance of 2 inches or less 
therebetween and run in a first direction and are placed fi^om a first end of said panel to a first 
opposite end thereof in a direction transverse to the extent of said lines of said first set and in 
which the lines of the second set have a second distance of 2 inches or less therebetween which 
is different fi'om said first distance and run in a second direction perpendicular to said first 
direction and are placed from a second end of said panel to a second opposite end thereof in a 
direction transverse to the extent of said lines of said second set , wherein the first and second sets 
of substantially parallel lines pertaining to said number of marks are the onlv lines on said panel . 

Cancel claim 9 

10. (Amended) A method [panel] according to claim 20 [9], wherein said panel is 
a piece of gypsum board. 

1 1 . (Amended) A [panel] method according to claim 20 [9], wherein said panel is 
one of plywood, plyscore, and particle board. 

12. (Amended) A [panel] method according to claim 20 [9], wherein marks of [a] 
the first and second sets [set] of lines each have [a] first and second characteristics . 

13. (Amended) A [panel] method according to claim 12, wherein the first 
characteristic is a first color and the second characteristic is a second color. 
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14. (Amended) A [panel] method according to claim 12, wherein the first 
characteristic is a solid line and the second characteristic is a dotted line. 

Cancel claims 15-17 

1 8. (Twice Amended) A relatively thin frame covering panel adapted to be 

attached to a number of supports, said panel including a side having a number of marks arranged 
in first and second sets of substantially parallel lines in which one or more of said lines is 
adapted for facilitating the attaching of said panel to said number of supports, in which the lines 
of the first set have a first distance of 2 inches or less therebetween and run in a first direction 
and are placed from a first end of said panel to a first opposite end thereof in a second direction 
perpendicular to said first direction and in which the lines of the second set have [said] a second 
distance of 2 inches or less therebetween which is different from said first distance and run in 
said second direction and are placed from a second end of said panel to a second opposite end 
thereof in said first direction , wherein the first and second sets of substantially parallel lines 
pertaining to said nimiber of marks are the only lines on said panel . 

20. (Twice Amended) In a method for fabricating a relatively thin frame covering panel 
adapted to be attached to a number of supports, the improvement comprising the step of 
fabricating said panel to include a side having a number of marks arranged in first and second 
sets of substantially parallel lines in which one or more of said lines is adapted for facilitating the 
attaching of said panel to said mmiber of supports, in which the lines of the first set have a first 
distance of 2 inches or less therebetween and run in a first direction and are placed from a first 
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end of said panel to a first opposite end thereof in a second direction perpendicular to said first 
direction and in which the lines of the second set have [said] a second distance of 2 inches or less 
therebetween which is different fi-om said first distance and run in said second direction and are 
placed from a second end of said panel to a second opposite end thereof in said first direction^ 
wherein the first and second sets of substantially parallel lines pertaining to said number of 
marks are the only lines on said panel . 

Cancel claim 22 

23. (New) A relatively thin fi*ame covering panel adapted to be attached to a number of 
supports, said panel having at least two sides in which at least one of said sides includes a 
number of marks for facilitating the attaching of said panel to said number of supports, wherein 
said number of marks are arranged in substantially parallel lines having a distance which has any 
value up to 2 inches therebetween and in which said lines are placed fi-om one end of said panel 
to an opposite end thereof in a direction transverse to the extent of said lines , wherein the 
substantially parallel lines pertaining to said number of marks are the only lines on said panel in 
the same direction as said parallel lines . 

24. (New) A relatively thin firame covering panel adapted to be attached to a number of 
supports, said panel having at least two sides in which at least one of said sides includes a 
number of marks for facilitating the attaching of said panel to said number of supports, wherein 
said number of marks are arranged in first and second sets of substantially parallel lines in which 
the lines of the first set have a distance of any value up to 2 inches or less therebetween and run 
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in a first direction and are placed from a first end of said panel to a first opposite end thereof in a 
direction tranverse to the extent of said Unes of said first set and in which the Hnes of the second 
set have a distance of any value up to 2 inches or less therebetween and run in a second direction 
perpendicular to said first direction and are placed from a second end of said panel to a second 
opposite end thereof in a direction transverse to the extent of said lines of said second set^ 
wherein the first and second sets of substantially parallel lines pertaining to said number of 
marks are the only lines on said panel . 

25. (New) A relatively thin frame covering panel adapted to be attached to a number of 
supports, said panel including a side having a number of marks arranged in a plurality of 
substantially parallel lines in which one or more of said Unes being adapted for facilitating the 
attaching of said panel to said number of supports, wherein said lines have a distance which has 
any value up to 2 inches or less therebetween and in which said lines are placed from one end of 
said panel to an opposite end thereof in a direction transverse to the extent of said line s, wherein 
the substantially parallel lines pertaining to said number of marks are the only lines on said panel 
in the same direction as said parallel lines .— 

26. (New) In a method for fabricating a relatively thin frame covering panel adapted to 
be attached to a number of supports, the improvement comprising the step of fabricating said 
panel to include a side having a number of marks arranged in a plurality of substantially parallel 
lines in which one or more of said lines is adapted for facilitating the attaching of said panel to 
said number of supports and in which said lines have a distance which has any value up to 2 
inches or less therebetween and in which said lines are placed from one end of said panel to an 
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opposite end thereof in a direction transverse to the extent of said lines , wherein the substantially 
parallel lines pertaining to said number of marks are the only lines on said panel in the same 
direction as said parallel lines . 

27. (New) A relatively thin frame covering panel adapted to be attached to a number 
of supports, said panel including a side having a number of marks arranged in first and second 
sets of substantially parallel lines in which one or more of said lines is adapted for facilitating the 
attaching of said panel to said number of supports, in which the lines of the first set have a 
distance of any value up to 2 inches or less therebetween and run in a first direction and are 
placed from a first end of said panel to a first opposite end thereof in a second direction 
perpendicular to said first direction and in which the lines of the second set have said distance of 
any value up to 2 inches or less therebetween and run in said second direction and are placed 
from a second end of said panel to a second opposite end thereof in said first directio n, wherein 
the first and second sets of substantially parallel lines pertaining to said number of marks are the 
only lines on said panel . 

28. (New) In a method for fabricating a relatively thin frame covering panel adapted 
to be attached to a number of supports, the improvement comprising the step of fabricating said 
panel to include a side having a number of marks arranged in first and second sets of 
substantially parallel lines in which one or more of said lines is adapted for facilitating the 
attaching of said panel to said number of supports, in which the lines of the first set have a 
distance which has any value up to 2 inches or less therebetween and run in a first direction and 
are placed from a first end of said panel to a first opposite end thereof in a second direction 
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perpendicular to said first direction and in which the lines of the second set have said distance 
which has any value up to 2 inches or less therebetween and run in said second direction and are 
placed from a second end of said panel to a second opposite end thereof in said first direction^ 
wherein the first and second sets of substantiallv parallel lines pertaining to said number of 
marks are the onlv lines on said panel . 
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